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Artist statement:

My practice takes place in the interstices between film, performance and sculpture. |
combine fabrication, prototyping, video editing and photography to unlock unconventional,
orthogonal avenues of investigation. My works form an ongoing discussion around the idea
that the artefacts of physical culture are carriers for narratives, links in an expansive and
cryptic informational matrix that is indistinguishable from the everyday. For 2012’s Total
Internal Reflection show, | prototyped and fabricated a fiber-optic broom that records the
movements involved in its use and replays the patterns as a seemingly random sequence of
coloured lights. The everyday object thus becomes an informational conduit, its bristles
becoming pixels in a display and its user becoming a part of a cybernetic system. For the
video work Screen Used (2015), | took as a starting point a screen-used prop hand from the
1991 film Terminator 2, and extrapolated from it an array of cultural linkages, making the
inert, distorted hand itself into a totem representing the body’s erosion and reconfiguration
via technology. In Auckland Jean’s Shop (2015), | investigated the connection between the
titular shop, located in Nishi-ogikubo, Tokyo, (which was discovered by chance while on
residency) and the New Zealand city it is named after. Through engaging with the local
community in Japan, the idea of New Zealand became an aspirational emblem of the exotic,
fused with the omnipresent American-globalist identity suggested by denim jeans. Clone
Cities (2016) further explored these ideas: | travelled to the “sister cities” of my hometown
Rotorua, meeting their mayors and local leaders, and entered a sculptural element of the
work as a float in the Rotorua Santa Parade. In my work, place, nationhood and belonging
are all negotiable parts of a diffuse, flexible narrative.

My recent work has been concerned with ideas of time and subjectivity, building on my interest in
cinema and the narrative potential of physical objects. In Cognitive Reorientation (2022-25) a
suspended, water-logged vehicle becomes the locus for an infinitely prolonged moment of
suspense, a crime scene lacking any evidence other than the leaky, mutable object itself,
permanently arrested in the moment of potential closure. In Fibre-Optic Colonnade Car Wash
(2025), a series of fibre-optic rollers suspended from the ceiling display moving patterns of light
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and colour, illuminating the urban environment while also alluding to the experience of a
commercial car wash, where the passage of the brush heads over the windows can create the
illusion that the car itself is moving. Walking through the Colonnade, pedestrians are themselves
washed by the light, briefly separated and ensnared in a moment of informational and luminous
uncertainty.
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